
 

 Supplement A: Vietnam  (RFA) – Submitted Questions 
 
1. Can the research scope include only a few selected provinces of Vietnam, or must it cover the 

entire country? The geographic focus could be either provincial or the entire country. LASER 
only requires justification for your selected geographic focus. 

 
2. Does the translation partner have to complete the on-line course? If they are listed as Co-PI, they 

must take the online course; if they are not Co-PI,  they are encouraged to take the course - see 
frequently asked questions (FAQs) - Question 7. 

 
3. Do all members of the research team need to complete the on-line course? Only PIs and Co-PIs 

are required, the rest are encouraged. (see Question 2 above). 
 
4. In the SME track, is it possible to choose only one track, or do I have to address both tracks? 

● If this question refers to the two focus areas described in the RFA, they should focus on 1 of the 
research gaps identified on the RFA. 

● If this question refers to either Small or Medium Business, applicants may choose size business, 
or conduct research within both. 

 
5. What is the maximum spending on equipment? As defined in 2 CFR 200.33 Equipment means 

tangible personal property (including information technology systems) having a useful life of 
more than one year and a per-unit acquisition cost which equals or exceeds the lesser of the 
capitalization level established by the non-Federal entity for financial statement purposes, or 
$5,000. See also §§200.12 Capital assets, 200.20 Computing devices, 200.48 General purpose 
equipment, 200.58 Information technology systems, 200.89 Special purpose equipment, and 
200.94 Supplies.  Anything below this is not considered equipment. 
Note: Applications will be judged based on the proposed work and equipment needs should be 
justified. 

 
6. Is per diem based on US government rate or Vietnamese rate? The rate is based upon each 

institution’s policies on per diem. Please defer to each institution for the eligible per diem rate 
and policy.  Policies documents may be requested at any time in the PreAward process 
throughout the life of the award and audit periods. 

 
7. How often should the PI submit status reports for a two-year project?  

Twice a year as semi-annual (period - October 1- March 31) and annual reporting (April 1- 
September 30)  

 
8. Does the LASER team have any specific priority air pollutants they would like to be targeted? 

No, LASER does not have a specific priority. However, Applicants should provide a justification 
for their choice of pollutant of focus. 

 
9. Are greenhouse gas emissions, such as carbon dioxide, considered to be air pollution?  

 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4bf62bbbf6a3d0dbbfa36bb3f11d8ed5&mc=true&node=se2.1.200_133&rgn=div8


 

LASER PULSE will not consider greenhouse gases to be air pollutants. According to the United 
Nations Environment Programme, quick action on reducing highly potent, short-lived climate 
pollutants  such as methane, tropospheric ozone, hydrofluorocarbons and black carbo, can 
significantly decrease the chances of triggering dangerous climate tipping points.  
Reference: 
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/air-pollution-and-climate-change-two-side
s-same-coin. 
 

10. Is greenhouse gas emissions considered air pollutants? It is not considered as an air pollutant - see 
also Q10 above 

 
11. Is there a specific % of the overall budget required to be allocated for PI compared to the 

Translation Partner? It depends on the roles and responsibilities for each partner institution. 
 
12. Please address the 10% indirect cost from the host institution.  

See RFA. (Sec 3.13 Budget, Budget Narrative and Cost) 
 
13. Can the same institution have more than 1 application?   

Yes, an institution can have several Applications. However, a researcher can serve as a PI on 
only one (1) Application. 
Yes, but each PI should only have 1 application. 
 

14. Due to Covid-19, if there are disruptions to the research, is a no-cost extension possible? Yes, 
Applicants will be required to provide a Covid-19 contingency plan as needed for those who will 
be awarded and if Covid will still be an issue at the time awards are made.  

 
15. How critical is the evaluation of effectiveness of translation products to the Project Application 

Review Process? Research Translation is a major sub-criterion within Broader Impacts. Refer to 
Table 1 in the RFA. 

16. Is an allocated budget for the translation partner(s) required by the RFA as a portion of the total 
project’s budget? Translation partners should have their portion of the budget, unless they are a 
government agency. Foreign governments are not eligible to receive funding and should not have 
a budget associated with the application. Foreign government translation contributions can be 
applied as cost-share, however. 

17. Can the Translation partner have a higher % of the overall budget than the PI?   
It depends on the roles and responsibilities of the partners. 

18. Does the program specify the % of expenditures? It depends on the roles and responsibilities of 
the partners. 

 
19. Where can I get a coupon code for an online course?  A coupon is not needed, the issue with the 

training site has been fixed.  

 

https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/air-pollution-and-climate-change-two-sides-same-coin
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/air-pollution-and-climate-change-two-sides-same-coin


 

 
20. Can I resubmit LOI  after I have already submitted one? Yes, as long as the submission is made 

before the due date of  24 August 2020. Be sure to include the submission date and LASER will 
use the most recent one.  

 
21. You said Co-PI is the lead of another partner institution. So if we have several members of the 

same institution, will they be called Co-Pi and need to finish online courses? Yes, they can be 
co-PIs on the Application. Please note that any one listed as a co-PI must complete the required 
online training courses. 

 
22. Could you clarify a good management plan in the proposal? 

LASER PULSE a table of qualifications, roles, and responsibilities of the research team members, 
including technical and administrative staff.  

 
23. Can the translation partner be an international NGO, or do they need to be a Vietnamese NGO? 

They can be international NGOs who have a presence in Vietnam. 
 

24. Does the translation phase need to be completed within the project period or can it be after? We 
need to see a pathway toward implementation, and expect to see some preliminary findings during 
the award period,  but we also expect that some  will occur after the award period, due to the 
nature of the partnership.  However, all expenditures must be incurred within the project period of 
the awards. 

 
25. Can the translation partner receive a budget from Laser Pulse? Yes, but if it is a government 

agency, it will be subject to additional approvals which are not guaranteed.  If this is the case, 
please identify the potential partner for verification.  An NGO in Vietnam will receive a budget. 

 
26. Can we have multiple translation partners? Yes, multiple partners are allowable as long as it is 

within the limits of the budget ceiling, cost share requirements, and are eligible partners. 
 

27. Can an individual be a translation partner, like a household? Individuals have to have an 
institution affiliation, otherwise they would be consultants on the project.  

 
28. If the translation partner is a government agency and therefore cannot receive funding from this 

project, will LASER PULSE still do some kind of contract with that government agency? NO, the 
partner can still contribute to the project.  However, no agreement or funding will be issued by 
LASER PULSE to this partner.  Any cost share proposed by the partner is subject to additional 
approvals and is not guaranteed.  If this is the case, please identify the potential partner for 
verification of eligibility. 

 
29. Is it critical that Vietnam institutes have a higher budget than US collaborator? No, each budget 

depends on the role and responsibilities for each institution partner on the project. 
 

 



 

30. What is the maximum rate for personnel? (E.g. 250 usd per hour)? We defer to the local 
universities and institutions and use their policies for rates.  Each institution must abide by its own 
policies.  

 
31. I am still confused about the translation  budget. I have seen in your slide mention about % budget 

for translation partners from the overall budget. And later, in Letter commitment there is 
commitment from the translation partner to contribute budget. So, can the translation partner 
receive a budget from Laser Pulse with the PI institution or not? The percentage of budget for 
translation partner is required only partners who are eligible to received US government funds e.g. 
NGOs, civil organization. Government agencies are generally ineligible to receive USAID funds 

 
32. Thank you for the webinar.  I got a bit confused about the different contracting arrangements in 

the last question.  Related to Question 5b in the FAQ - will LASER/Purdue issue separate 
contracts/agreements to the lead research partner and the translation partner?  Or does the 
translation partner need to appear as a subaward to the lead PI? No, Purdue will issue 
sub-agreements to each institution directly.  A budget template is required for each institution. 

 
33. Is a public research university in Vietnam eligible to receive funds? Yes see details in the RFA for 
 

 


