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Leaders throughout the world have been engaged in multinational efforts to understand and respond to projected changes in a world facing global warming, depletion of finite resources, population growth, food and water shortages, environmental degradation, loss of biodiversity, the emergence of globally-transported infectious diseases and invasive species, and much more. These grand-challenge problems are highly interconnected and are termed, “poorly-posed”, complex-coupled, wicked problems. More than ever before science-informed policy making is needed to develop mitigation and adaptation strategies that are implementable and that do not lead to serious unintended consequences.
Purdue University is taking a major step in applying its intellectual resources to address these problems through a faculty-defined and -led Global Policy Research Institute (GPRI). GPRI is affiliated with over 40 centers of research excellence at Purdue engaged in frontier, cross-campus, interdisciplinary research into these global issues. This research is integrated with global partnerships, public outreach and education, and engagement with policy and decision makers at all governmental levels to include leading international research and analysis bodies. This seminar will highlight some of these developments.
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